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And on the Butchery 22 they fall.                                       4j79o
So day and night the engines send
Their bolts, and never make an end.
?Tis just as true as we are here
A bolt aimed by one engineer
Killed twelve men with a single stone.
The which to Saladin was shown.
'Twas by the English king's command
Such stones were brought into the land 5
Sea rocks they were, brought all the way
From Messina, Saracens to slay.                                          4,800
But still the king lay ill in bed,
Most wretched and discomforted.
He did come forth to witness battle
Against the Saracens3 base cattle,
Who on our army's trenches pressed
So closely j he was more distressed
Because his part he could not take
Than by the ill which made him quake.
THE  SARACENS   DESTROY  THE   ENGINES
To capture Acre was difficult,
And they made many a catapult                                           438io
Which cost them very heavy price
And only barely did suffice,
For when they turned aside their gaze
The Saracens set them ablaze.
The king of France made for the host
A cat castle, at heavy cost,
And a testudo, richly clad,
Whose end was direful and sad.
'Neath the testudo oft would go
The king himself with his crossbow                                     4,820
In hand, and made his quarrels fall
23 The Rue de la Boucherie was one of the Important streets of Acre running down
to the harbor. In i2zg Frederick II had to pass through It to reach his ships and was
pelted by the inhabitants with pieces of meat and tripe. (Philip de Novare, p. 91.) The
word in our text is "macacre."